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		Abstract

		Since the early 1970s, legislatures and courts have adopted a variety of approaches to address concerns about overuse, instability, and lack of permanence in foster care. There has been progress, but a number of areas still need change. It is unlikely that further changes in legal standards are needed. The foster care system now is used to respond to three different types of problems: protecting children from parental maltreatment; helping children exhibiting severe behavioral problems; and dealing with families experiencing high levels of parent-child conflict. The system should be redesigned to reflect differences in the issues presented by the three populations. 
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