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		Abstract

		We evaluate the impact of a female sterilization campaign implemented by the Peruvian government in 1996 and 1997 that we estimate impacted nearly 70,000 women. We use an inverse probability weighting (IPW) estimator that accounts for contamination in the available data. The contamination arises because while we observe sterilization status, we do not know if a given sterilization occurred as part of the campaign or whether it was chosen without influence from the campaign. The distinction is important because women targeted by the campaign and women who opted for sterilization outside of the campaign likely differ in many aspects, and we suspect the impact of sterilization is different for each group. We show that it is not necessary to fully observe whether a sterilized woman underwent the procedure because of the campaign to estimate unbiased average treatment effect of the government campaign. It is sufficient to estimate â€• based on auxiliary data â€• the conditional probability that if a sterilization is observed, it occurred because of the campaign. Using the proposed IPW estimator, we find that women sterilized because of the campaign had on average fewer 0.95 children. We also find substantial and statistically significant improvements in the height for age â€• a measure of health â€• of girls whose mothers were sterilized because of the campaign, and small but positive and statistically significant effects on years of schooling for boys. 
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