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		Abstract

		This study examines the racial characteristics of homicides occurring in Louisiana’s 22nd JDC (St. Tammany and Washington Parishes to the north and east of metro New Orleans) during the 36 years from 1976 through 2011, and then compares them to the racial characteristics of death-eligible (first degree at some stage) murder cases prosecuted during the same period. Are these prosecutions a statistically random, race-neutral subset of the homicides that occurred? What we find is that there is a negligible (less than one-in-one-million) chance of obtaining these data if the hypothesis – that death-eligible cases are a racially random sample drawn from the homicide group – were true.  
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