

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Voter Motivation and the Quality of Democratic Choice

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			38 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 16 Nov 2016
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Lydia MechtenbergLydia Mechtenberg
University of Hamburg
Jean-Robert Tyran
University of Vienna; University of Copenhagen - Department of Economics; Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR)


		

	
	
	
	
	


	
	
		
			[image: Multiple version icon]There are 2 versions of this paper
		
	


	
		
		

		
			
				

				
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									Voter Motivation and the Quality of Democratic Choice

								
							
							
							
								
									Number of pages: 38
								
								
									Posted: 16 Nov 2016
								
								
							

							
							
								
								You are currently viewing this paper
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   93
							
						

					

					
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									Voter Motivation and the Quality of Democratic Choice
									

								
							
							
							
								CEPR Discussion Paper No. DP11622
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 41
								
								
									Posted: 14 Nov 2016
								
								
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							    1
							
						

					

					
				

			

		

	

	


	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: November 15, 2016

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		The quality of democratic choice critically depends on voter motivation, i.e. on voters’ willingness to cast an informed vote. If voters are motivated, voting may result in smart choices because of information aggregation but if voters remain ignorant, delegating decision making to an expert may yield better outcomes. We experimentally study a common interest situation in which we vary voters’ information cost and the competence of the expert. We find that voters are more motivated to collect information than predicted by standard theory and that voter motivation is higher when subjects demand to make choices by voting than when voting is imposed on subjects. 
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