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		Abstract

		Every year, 48 million people fall sick, 128,000 are hospitalized, and at least 3,000 die from foodborne illnesses, costing the nation approximately $77 billion. And this is only the tip of the iceberg, as for each reported case many more go unreported. Salmonella, for instance, sickens 1 million people, hospitalizes 19,000, and kills nearly 400 every year, yet for every diagnosed case 29 more go undiagnosed. What makes an already imperfect situation intolerable are the frequent incidences of reckless negligence by food producers trying to cut corners. For example, the 2009 peanut scandal, in which executives allowed peanuts to be shipped with salmonella for three years, eventually killing at least nine people. When food companies put profits before safety, and the regulatory system proves unable to force change, it has fallen to the civil justice system to protect consumers. 
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