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		Abstract

		Several courts have recently addressed the issue of whether lawyers may serve as whistleblowers against their former clients when doing so results in the disclosure of confidential client information. Lawyers confronted with client fraud or other material violations of the law must tread cautiously by balancing their competing duties under state and federal ethics rules, particularly given the developing nature of the law in this area.  Generally speaking, lawyers must engage in choice of law analysis to determine which jurisdictionâ€™s professional responsibility law applies, and to determine whether disclosure is permissive, mandatory or precluded under the applicable ethics rules.  In addition, lawyers must weigh and balance their own potential liability to potentially defrauded third  parties â€“ or government regulatorsâ€”against their ethical duty of maintaining client confidentiality.    

	Both NYCLA Ethics Opinion 746 and the Second Circuitâ€™s decision in Fair Laboratory caution that the disclosure of client confidential information in exchange for a government bounty raises significant ethical issues for lawyers.	The Danon decision reinforces these opinions and stands to admonish attorneys against pursuing whistleblower bounties, especially if doing so reveals confidential materials beyond what is reasonably necessary to prevent client crime or fraud. 
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