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		Abstract

		We analyze the causal impact of choosing for an elite high school on the probability of obtaining a high school degree without study delay using a dataset for Belgium. While general schools offer study programs in all tracks, elite schools specialize and only offer programs in the academic track, preparing students for university education. If students underperform in the academic track, they can switch to a lower track to avoid study delay. For students in elite schools, switching also implies choosing for another school. We account for self-selection and heterogeneity in the treatment effect and derive a small and non-significant average effect. However, we find that there is substantial heterogeneity. Students with a high preference for elite schools experience the most negative effects, resulting in a significantly negative average treatment effect on the treated of -11.6 %points. We show that the same group is also unwilling to switch tracks after they entered an elite school. Despite the negative average effect, we also find heterogeneity among the group of treated students with a substantial fraction benefitting from an elite high school. 
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