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		Abstract

		This paper highlights the emerging trends in energy sources and in particular the effect of these trends upon the traditional oil and gas industry and oil rich nations of the world.Â Â While the pace at which the global economy will shift to renewables is unknown,Â oil rich nations are already taking steps to transform into knowledge-based societies.Â Â This preparation is evident upon review of these countriesâ€™ R&D investments through the lens of patent filing patterns.Â Â Using a case study, the authors showcase the evolution of oil rich nations around the world by taking a closer look at the monetary value and economic use of patents inÂ the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.Â Â The changing investment pattern represents a unique opportunity for licensing professionals to access a new clientele and to shape the economic development plans of these nations. 
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