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		Abstract

		In November 2015, the Supreme Court of Canada released three decisions that considered the interplay between federal bankruptcy and insolvency law and provincial legislation. In each case, the matter was resolved through a consideration of the paramountcy principle of constitutional law. Two of the cases dealt with provincial law that denied driving privileges until debts that had been released by a bankruptcy discharge were paid. A majority of the court found that there was both an operational conflict under the first branch of the paramountcy principle as well as a frustration of federal purpose under the second branch of the principle. The third case involved an application for the appointment of a receiver under the federal receivership provisions of the Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act and provincial farm protection legislation that placed procedural obstacles in the way of such an appointment. The majority held that this did not violate the second branch of the paramountcy principle, and the case turned on proof of the underlying purpose of the federal provisions. The decisions are far-reaching in their implications as they are likely to result in further constitutional challenges to other provincial statutes in respect of debts released by bankruptcy, and may provide the impetus for further federal legislative amendments to the federal receivership provisions. 
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