

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Is Literacy Shared within Households? Theory and Evidence from Bangladesh

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			31 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 15 Dec 2001
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Kaushik BasuKaushik Basu
Cornell University - Department of Economics; IZA Institute of Labor Economics; Brookings Institution
Ambar Narayan
World Bank, Poverty Global Practice
Martin Ravallion
Georgetown University


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: October 2001

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		A member of a collective-action household may or may not share the benefits of literacy with others in that household; the shared gains from doing so may well be offset by a shift in the balance of power within the family.  Using household survey data for Bangladesh we find strong external effects of education on individual earnings.  Holding a range of personal attributes constant, an illiterate adult earns significantly more in the non-farm economy when living in a family with at least one literate member.  These effects are strongest, and most robust, for women.  Omitted-variable bias cannot be ruled out, but would also be consistent with an intra-household externality of literacy. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Household behavior, literacy, externalities, earnings, Bangladesh

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: D10, J24, J31

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Basu,  Kaushik and Narayan,  Ambar and Ravallion,  Martin, Is Literacy Shared within Households? Theory and Evidence from Bangladesh (October 2001).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=293396 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.293396 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Kaushik Basu (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Cornell University - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					414 Uris Hall
Ithaca, NY  14853-7601
United States
607-255-2525 (Phone)
607-255-2818 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: IZA Institute of Labor Economics]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				IZA Institute of Labor Economics 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					P.O. Box 7240
Bonn, D-53072
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Brookings Institution  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1775 Massachusetts Ave, NW
Washington, DC  20036
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Ambar Narayan

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				World Bank, Poverty Global Practice  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1818 H Street, NW
Washington, DC  20433
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Martin Ravallion

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Georgetown University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Washington, DC  20057
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      488

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    6,066

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  107,723

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        6 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       22 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Labor: Human Capital eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Human Capital eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              852

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           19,664

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Development Economics: Women, Gender, & Human Development eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Women, Gender, & Human Development eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              671

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,397

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Development Economics: Regional & Country Studies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Regional & Country Studies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              582

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           27,035

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Informal Insurance Arrangements with Limited Commitment: Theory and Evidence from Village Economies

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Ethan A. Ligon, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Tim S. Worrall, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Efficiency in Marriage

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Shelly J. Lundberg
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Robert A. Pollak
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Intrahousehold Resource Allocation in Cote D'Ivoire: Social Norms, Separate Accounts and Consumption Choices

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Esther Duflo
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Christopher Udry
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Intrahousehold Resource Allocation in Cote D'Ivoire: Social Norms, Separate Accounts and Consumption Choices

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Esther Duflo
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Christopher Udry
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Gender and Say: A Model of Household Behavior with Endogenously-Determined Balance of Power

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Kaushik Basu
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Kin Groups and Reciprocity: A Model of Credit Transactions in Ghana

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Eliana La Ferrara
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Dynamic Bargaining in Households (with an Application to Bangladesh)

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Ethan A. Ligon
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Risk, Network Quality, and Family Structure: Child Fostering Decisions in Burkina Faso

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard Akresh
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.126 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
