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		Abstract

		This paper explores the impact of autocratic rule on social capital---defined as the attitudes, beliefs, norms, and perceptions that support cooperation. Political repression is a distinguishing characteristic of autocratic regimes. Between 1661 and 1788, individuals in imperial China were persecuted if they were suspected of holding subversive attitudes towards the state (``The Literary Inquisition"). I first show that individuals trust less in affected prefectures.  Next, I trace the impact of the Literary Inquisition back to the 18th century and apply a difference-in-differences framework to estimate the effect of exposure to political repression on the formation of local charities.  Taking advantage of institutional variation in 20th century China, I provide further evidence that political repression reduced social capital. In line with these results, the Literary Inquisition is associated with political apathy and low community engagement. This raises the possibility that a decline in social capital may make autocratic rule more entrenched. 
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