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		Abstract

		The article outlines the options for collaboration between the European Union (EU) and the Open Government Partnership (OGP). The OGP accepts full participants (states), sub-national participants (pilot program), and observers. As of now, the OGPâ€™s charter states that it only accepts â€œstatesâ€� for full participant status. Three options are available to the OGP for accommodating the EU:  

1. Full participant status for the EU: the OGP would have to amend its Articles of Governance to allow non-state entities such as the EU to be participants by removing any mention of â€œgovernmentâ€� of states, and replacing it with any government at the sub-national, national or supranational levels;  

2. Ad-hoc participation of the EU by creating a supra-national government program: the OGP would have to create a program tailored to the EU, which could be used as a model for allowing other supra-national bodies in the future. If option 2 is a success, the OGP could propose full participant status to the EU at that time;  

3. â€˜Observer statusâ€™ for non-state entities with the EU as an observer: the OGP maintains the status quo by enabling non-state actors to obtain observer status.  

The article also reviews the requirements for OGP membership, the competence of the EU to join, and the question of which EU institution would be responsible for negotiating OGP membership. The article concludes by analysing how the EU would formalise its commitment to the OGP through an Inter-Institutional Agreement. 
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