

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
				
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	The Cost of Being Under the Weather: Droughts, Floods, and Health Care Costs in Sri Lanka

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    CESifo Working Paper Series No. 6520
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			33 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 12 Jul 2017
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Diana De AlwisDiana De Alwis
Victoria University of Wellington - Te Herenga Waka
Ilan Noy
Victoria University of Wellington - Te Herenga Waka - School of Economics and Finance


		

	
	
	
	
	


	
	
		
			[image: Multiple version icon]There are 2 versions of this paper
		
	


	
		
		

		
			
				

				
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									The Cost of Being Under the Weather: Droughts, Floods, and Health Care Costs in Sri Lanka

								
							
							
							
								CESifo Working Paper Series No. 6520
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 33
								
								
									Posted: 12 Jul 2017
								
								
							

							
							
								
								You are currently viewing this paper
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   74
							
						

					

					
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									The Cost of Being Under the Weather: Droughts, Floods, and Health-Care Costs in Sri Lanka
									

								
							
							
							
								Asian Development Review 36:2, 2019
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 30
								
								
									Posted: 19 Sep 2019
								
								
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   29
							
						

					

					
				

			

		

	

	


	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: June 14, 2017

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		We measure to cost of extreme weather events (droughts and floods) on health care in Sri Lanka. We find that frequently occurring local floods and droughts impose a significant risk to health when individuals are exposed directly to these hazards, and when their communities are exposed, even if they themselves are unaffected. Those impacts, and especially the indirect spillover effects to households that are not directly affected, are associated with the land-use in the affected regions and with access to sanitation and hygiene. Finally, both direct and indirect risks associated with flood and drought on health have an economic cost; our estimates suggest Sri Lanka spends 52.8 million USD per year directly on the health care costs associated with floods and droughts, divided almost equally between the public and household sectors, and 22% vs. 78% between floods and droughts, respectively. In Sri Lanka, both the frequency and the intensity of droughts and floods are likely to increase because of climatic change. Consequently, the health burden associated with these events is only likely to increase, demanding precious resources that are required elsewhere. 
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