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		Abstract

		A new aggressive and proactive federalism seems to be evolving in the United States. This newer federalism promotes global engagement and observation of international rules.  

This is remarkably different from the older version that supported statesâ€™ rights and segregation and primarily based in the South. Today we see a rapidly evolving anti-Trump resistance in the widespread movement for â€œsanctuary citiesâ€� and the more recent â€œcity-state climate coalitions.â€� This incipient development on city and state levels results from President Trumpâ€™s isolationist retreat from Americaâ€™s engagement in the global system.   

We are now encountering unprecedented actions on the sub-national level, among city and state governments as a reaction to failed national governance and as blowback to skewed populism. Whether the Trump administration and its Justice Department will attempt to block these grassroots political actions by resorting to the federal courts is another question. New constitutional law is about to be made as a result of incoherent and isolationist polices of President Trump and reaction to it.  

Very simply this issue of national subunits engaging the global system and bypassing incompetent national leadership is evolving nationally and globally. In the United States this will undoubtedly lead to very contentious legal and political battles over the new federalism in the courts, Congress, state houses, and city halls. 
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