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		Abstract

		The content of this paper is found within the much longer Spanish language book chapter co-written with Alberto Garcia, referenced on this page.  

I describe Chapter One and its place in the overall argument of the book. In this Chapter the Pope describes the crises facing humanity (e.g., sustainability, climate change, unrestrained capitalism, etc.), the nature and solution of which he will discuss in more detail in subsequent chapters. I examine the Popeâ€™s frames of reference in the Western Tradition, discussing their origin in Aristotle and the medieval argument between the Franciscans and the Ockhamists, and the influence of that argument on the eventual emergence of the Enlightenment and materialist values in science, political theory and economics. Although the Pope does not directly reference these precedents in the history of ideas, he clearly depends on them conceptually, disclosing the profound philosophical connection he has to his namesake, St. Francis, and through him and Thomas Aquinas, to an Aristotelian gaze on life. 
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