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		Abstract

		Using Indiana Supreme Court data and focusing on tightly split opinions, we develop a method for producing a graphical display of all possible majorities of a five-member supreme court in a circle showing all opinions by ideological slant (liberal and conservative). We apply a similar method to the less amenable data of the nine-member United States Supreme Court in the periods when its composition was defined by the junior justice being Powell, Stevens, Oâ€™Connor, Breyer, Alito, and Kagan, a sequence of compositions of the court that reveal increasing polarization. We observe in the Indiana data different voting tendencies by opinion subject matter. We illustrate those differences by lines connecting the liberal to the conservative center of gravity. We observe that the replacement of Douglas by Stevens changes the swing vote and thus we refute the median voter theorem. We also calculate an advocateâ€™s probability of obtaining each swing vote. However, the United States data are inimical to a locational model of judging. 
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