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		Abstract

		Law and justice are in crucial ways against nature as well as against solidarity. As David Hume famously proclaimed, justice is an “artificial virtue” in contrast to the social bonds of family and community which are affectively grounded in solidarity and manifestations of mutual sympathy. Law is also artificial much in the same way as justice. Indeed, to the extent that law is conceived as a self-standing normative order propelled by its own inner logic, it tends to remain too abstract to command heartfelt internalization or commitment. Moreover, law often stands against justice as some laws are unjust and law can rarely if ever deliver full justice.     The above insights pose difficult questions for proponents of critical jurisprudence and the respective contributions to legal theory by Derrida and Agamben enrich the debate and open fruitful perspectives in relation to the relation between law, justice and solidarity in the context of the nexus between the singular, the universal and the plural. For Derrida, law must pursue justice, but always falls short as there is tragically no way to ever reconcile the universal and the singular. For Agamben, in contrast, while reconciling law, justice and solidarity may be as elusive as it is for Derrida, it becomes masked by a ceremonial spectacle of religiously inspired mysterious harmony leading to consensus acclamation by those subjected to law combined with an unbridgeable gap between law and administration.   

This chapter places in context and compares Derrida’s deconstruction of law with Agamben’s reconstruction and inquires whether these two theorists complement one another and whether there are any solutions to the problems they confront that may open a way beyond despair or artifice. 
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