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		Abstract

		The Court of Appeal in Secretary of Justice v Ocean Technology has unfortunately cast a pall over the future of collateral challenges in Hong Kong criminal proceedings, contrary to the current trends and development of the English common law. It has conflated the criminal plea of a general defence with the constituent elements of a statutory offence; it has failed to consider a key CFA decision in Leung Kwok Hung and has misconstrued House of Lords precedents by examining whether the impugned statute authorised a collateral attack when it was the validity of the statute itself that was being challenged. 
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