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		Abstract

		In November of 2016, an Ontario court made Canadian legal history when it recognized the parentage of a non-biological mother who was not and had never been in a conjugal relationship with her sonâ€™s other mother. The two â€œco-mamasâ€� are friends (and now family) but are neither spouses nor common law partners (or ex-partners) but have successfully collaborated in raising their son who has multiple and complex disabilities. News reports of the legal recognition of this non-conjugal parental pair generated a remarkable response both in Canada and around the world, suggesting a public readiness to imagine new forms of parenting that transcend the traditional model of â€œlove-marriage-baby carriageâ€�. Though the Canadian public seemed ready to accept this non-traditional family, the Ontario legislature apparently was not; legislation passed just weeks after the declaration of parentage issued would have prohibited the court from granting the order because the intention to parent arose after the childâ€™s birth. This Article considers whether it is time to remove conjugality as a criterion for co-parental relationships in Canadian family law. We argue that the hegemony of the traditional nuclear family is no longer tenable in the 21st century and indeed has never been the norm among many socio-cultural groups. Moreover, the state has an obligation to support any form of parental relationship that serves the best interests of children, particularly where those children have special needs that require extraordinary investments in time, money and care. 
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