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		Abstract

		Nursing students have not been well prepared to enter the nursing clinical areas upon graduation from nursing school. The literature indicates that one of the causes of the lack of readiness is that nursing education remains focused on passive learning strategies that are instructor-centered, such as lecture, presentation slides, and reading assignments. The purpose of this non-experimental, retrospective project was to determine if a difference existed between studentsâ€™ mean unit exam scores when the teaching strategy was changed from lecture to team-based learning (TBL). The project design was a quantitative non-experimental design, utilizing descriptive and bivariate statistics. Retrospective data were used in this project ranging from years 2010-2013 at an associate degree nursing program in the western United States. Data on 125 students was obtained through a convenience sample and was used in this project. A non-paired tÂ¬-test was performed and results showed that there was not a statistical significance between students who were exposed to TBL as a teaching strategy and those exposed to passive lecture. While the results of the project were not statistically significant in showing that students who were exposed to TBL had higher mean unit exam scores, it did show that students exposed to TBL did have a mean unit exam score of one point higher than those exposed to lecture. This result has a clinical significance in that students can obtain the same concepts in a different format and still perform well on exams. This project will add to the body of knowledge and will nursing educators understand that there are methods of student-centered learning that can be incorporated into the classroom that still allow for large quantities of information to be covered. 
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