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		Abstract

		The conventional narrative in the ‘GM Foods debate’ pits the concerned public, labeled "anti-GM," against the "pro-GM" interests of industry supported by business-friendly governments. Through a cross-disciplinary collaborative lens, the authors examine the limiting dimensions of this narrative. This paper refocuses the current conflict in GM food politics as a problem primarily between industry and government, not exclusively between the public and industry/government. The authors employ an Enduring Conflict Framework, built on Bernard Mayer’s conception of some conflict as inherent in long-term relationships (even those with a mix of commercial and noncommercial values), moving it from "problematic" to "potentially value-creating." The paper explores the organizational relationships around GM foods and to focus on the less-understood relationship between government and industry. It examines how differing interpretations of structure, identity, and values held by government and industry contribute to conflict in the governance of GM foods, and how these interpretations can be used to develop strategies for constructive discourse and mediation. 
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