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		Abstract

		The theory explored in this article is that the new culture of pro bono publico in England and Wales responds to the forces of globalisation in the political and business environment. Therefore, the epicentre of activity is elites, both at the Bar and in large firms. The evidence is that government and professional bodies overseas are powerful influences. But the agents of change are the external reference points of each group;  judges in the case of the Bar and corporate clients in the case of large firms. The development of this new culture involves a number of struggles.  Aetiological analysis suggests a complex interaction between idealism, professionalism and commercialism, to which must be added the force of globalisation. This article explores how these elements have interacted, assesses their causative potency and speculates on the implications for the evolution of professional relations with the state. Although our analysis applies to developments in England and Wales, the emergence of these issues in other common law countries raises similar issues of cause and affect. 
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