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		Abstract

		The vibrant life of the tribal people, their traditional customs, festivals, and dances are some of the significant components of their rich cultural diversity. Culture is a dynamic and ever-changing entity. The changing environment makes internal adaptation necessary for culture to change. As a result, lot of changes have also been observed in the cultural practices of the Nyishi tribe of Arunachal Pradesh. The impact of urbanisation and modernization has brought a major economic and socio-cultural transformation among the people. Their society is changing not only in the socio-economic and political realms but also in traditional beliefs and practices. Materials and Methods:The study is based on both secondary and primary data. The secondary data related to various attributes of Nyishi tribe have been obtained from Census of India, 2011. Besides, existing literature available in various journals, books, etc. has been consulted with a view to develop a broad theoretical framework of the present research in right perspective. Necessary primary data have been collected from 60 households, 30 each from rural and urban areas, through sample survey with the help of a well-designed survey schedule. The data obtained from both secondary and primary sources have been processed and analysed using some simple but meaningful statistical techniques for objective and logical interpretation.   

Results/Findings: The study reveals that large population of Nyishi tribe practicing Christianity as compare to other religions. The household survey further reveals that incidence of inter-community, inter-religion, inter-tribe marriage, and incidence of widow remarriage is higher in the urban areas compared to the rural ones. Conclusion: The study assumes significance in the contemporary juncture as the Nyishi people are prone to unfamiliar practices which were once unknown in their society. Notably, these practices are more frequent in urban centres than in rural areas. Rapid urbanization and invasion of modernization in tribal life and culture are the obvious factors responsible for changing cultural practices in Nyishi society. 
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