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		Abstract

		Background: HIV long-term non-progressors (LTNP) may hold clues to novel treatment and prevention strategies. We aimed to establish a cohort of HIV LTNP in China and investigate characteristics and determinants of LTNP.  

Methods: Records in China's national HIV/AIDS information system that met study criteria (i.e., aged =15 years at HIV diagnosis, diagnosis prior to 1 January 2009, and having CD4 count results) were extracted on 30 June 2016. LTNP was defined as diagnosed =8 years with no ART, zero CD4 results 
Findings: A total of 1749 (of 89 201, 2Â·0%) met the LTNP study definition. People who inject drugs (PWID) comprised 70Â·7% of LTNP, compared to 37Â·3% of non-LTNP. After controlling for confounding, infection via injection drug use (adjusted odds ratio [OR]=2Â·28, 95% confidence interval [CI]=1Â·94-2Â·68), diagnosis in detention centers (adjusted OR=1Â·75, CI=1Â·51-2Â·02), and in Yunnan (adjusted OR=1Â·61, CI=1Â·39-1Â·87), Guangxi (adjusted OR=1Â·46, CI=1Â·21-1Â·77), Guangdong (adjusted OR=1Â·94, CI=1Â·62-2Â·31), or Xinjiang (adjusted OR=2Â·90, CI=2Â·09- 4Â·02) were associated with greater odds of LTNP.  

Interpretation: PWID were over-represented among LTNP. Greater odds of LTNP were found among those infected via injecting drug use and diagnosed in settings where injecting drug use has been prevalent historically.  

Funding: China's National Health and Family Planning Commission.  

Declaration of Interests: The authors declare no conflicts of interest.   

Ethics Approval Statement: The study protocol was approved by the Institutional Review Board of NCAIDS, China CDC. 
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