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		Abstract

		There are currently sixteen million Americans marked with a felony conviction, and we all have lost certain civic freedoms. Voting, running for office, and serving on a jury are duties the State no longer trusts us to perform. Without legitimate justification, the State indiscriminately excludes ex-felons, stigmatizing us in the process. Yet, it requires us to rebuild our lives while confiscating the civic tools needed to complete the task. For many of us, the frustration of being an â€œoutsiderâ€� marks our early days of freedom. Employers, landlords, schools, and even love interests tell us we are different because we have a criminal past. Though difficult, these obstacles are temporary. More significant are the laws that keep us marginal citizensâ€”those promulgated by the State and spawned, in theory, to protect â€œthemâ€� from â€œus.â€� As an ex-felon, mindful that my experiences may vary significantly from others with whom I share an unfortunate past, I view civic restrictions through a lens carved with mistakes. I argue that removing civic freedoms can lead to re-offending by first contributing to the stigma of being an ex-felon and then by reducing an ex-felonâ€™s moral desire to remain lawful. 
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