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		Abstract

		Despite the expectations of many after the 2016 elections, the number of concealed handgun permits has increased for the second year in a row. In 2018, the number of concealed handgun permits soared to now over 17.25 million â€“ a 273% increase since 2007. 7.14% of American adults have permits. Unlike surveys that may be affected by peopleâ€™s unwillingness to answer some personal questions, concealed handgun permit data is the only really â€œhard dataâ€� that we have on gun ownership across the United States. Still, an even larger number of people carry because in 14 states people donâ€™t need a permit to carry in all or virtually all those states. Permits for women and blacks are increasing much faster than they are for men and whites. There are also significant differences in not only the number of permits issued but also who gets them when politicians have discretion in granting them. We also provide evidence on how incredibly law-abiding permit holders are. 
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