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		The principle of contemporaneous interpretation provides that the terms of a treaty shall be interpreted as they were understood at the time of the conclusion of the treaty. The principle of evolutionary interpretation, on the other hand, provides that the terms of a treaty shall be interpreted as they are understood at the time of the interpretation of the treaty. In certain circumstances, the application of these two principles can lead to very different interpretations of the same term in a treaty. The primary question of this chapter is thus as follows: when should one apply the principle of contemporaneous interpretation, and when should one apply the principle of evolutionary interpretation? 
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