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		Abstract

		Modern liberal constitutionalism requires some form of secularism. There is, however, much dispute regarding what kind of secularism and how much of it is required. Secularism itself is Christian in origin and it does not significantly figure in the two other major Western religious traditions, namely Judaism and Islam. The Enlightenment has extracted secularism from its Christian moorings and has institutionalized it within constitutional ordering by combining a thrust to expel religion from the public sphere with a call for special protection for religious expression and practice within the private sphere. Western democracies have produced five different types of constitutional models to regulate the relationship between the state and religion. These vary from the military secular model to the one that features an official state religion while commanding tolerance of other religions. In more recent times, the Enlightenment legacy has been challenged by the repoliticization of religion and by attacks against institutional secularism. This presents challenges and opportunities to western constitutional secularism. 
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