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		Abstract

		A majority of people, particularly in developing countries, live outside the ambit of formal law, yet–within mainstream legal scholarship–we still lack an adequate theory of “informal law”(social norms, conventions and other non-formal rules that influence behaviour) and its relationship with formal legal systems. Drawing on a variety of theoretical traditions that address the issue of legal informality–ranging from law and development to sociological approaches (like legal pluralism) to economic approaches (like New Institutional Economics, and social capital theory)–this paper seeks to take a step forward in developing a fuller theory of institutions. 
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