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		Abstract

		This paper considers the difference between the protection of seals by the Antarctic Treaty System (ATS) and the protection of whales by the International Convention for the regulation of Whaling (ICRW). This difference is largely due to the lack of a sealing industry in the Southern Ocean, while Japan continues to harvest whales in the area. The paper discusses the development of the Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Seals and compares this to the way the ATS has responded to whaling in the Antarctic Treaty Area. The paper explores how Japanâ€™s use of the scientific permit exception in article VIII of the ICRW has caused many problems. The safety, legal and environmental implications of whaling in the Southern Ocean are explored, while noting the interesting comparisons with the largely defunct sealing industry that is protected by the ATS. 
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