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		Abstract

		Studies of innovation have emphasized the importance of leadership for individual or team innovative behaviors, but have largely ignored cross-team innovative behaviors. Enhancing innovative behaviors across-teams is particularly vital for organizations relying on large-scale, complex, and multi-team projects to compete in a dynamic environment. We extend the innovation literature by introducing benevolent leadership as an antecedent to innovative behavior within and across teams. Based on social identity theory (SIT), we found in a sample of 68 R&D teams that benevolent R&D department leaders facilitate both within-and cross-team innovative behaviors through creating strong identifications with the team and the R&D department, respectively. However, contradicting SIT, team identification did not have a negative mediating effect on the benevolent leadership-cross-team innovative behavior relationship. The theoretical and practical implications of our findings along with suggestions for future research are discussed. 
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