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		Abstract

		The Protestant theological doctrine of the uses of the moral law had a striking analogue in the classic Anglo-American doctrine of the purposes of criminal law and punishment. Protestant theologians have long argued that Godâ€™s moral law was not a pathway to salvation, but it still had â€œusesâ€� in this life: (1) a civil use that restrains person from sinful conduct by threat of divine punishment; (2) a theological use that condemns sinful persons in their consciences and drives them to repentance; and (3) an educational use that teaches those who have already been saved the good works that please God and induce others to come to God, too. Protestant jurists, in turn, developed an analogous theory of three purposes of why a state needs criminal law and punishment: (1) deterrence of individuals and groups through the threat of criminal punishment; (2) retribution, the necessary punishment needed to restore a convicted criminal within the community; and (3) rehabilitation, teaching a person the good works that become proper citizenship.  This Article analyzes the close conceptual connections between these theological and legal doctrines and the historical evidence that each influenced the development of the other.  The Article also calls for a proper balancing of the three uses of moral law and the three purposes of criminal law. 
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