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		Discussions of the future lie within the realm of soothsayers and other such prognosticators. The track record of those ‘professionals’, often rightly described as charlatans, is famously not so great. Nor have many of the great scientists or politicians of modern times been more successful.  We should not then expect that scholars and academics, regardless of disciplines, should have any more success than those early witch doctors, politicians or so-called geniuses of the twentieth century. Nonetheless, despite its repeated failures, measured and rational approaches to predicting the future is not anathema to academics. Regardless of the difficulty (perhaps impossibility) of the task, discussions of the future really do form the bases of much policy and law development. Indeed, it would be hard to craft policy that was forward looking without undertaking some level of prediction. Consequently, there is a need to directly engage with the Future of international trade law – conceptually, substantively and methodologically. This work provides some useful approaches when doing so.  And, while laying out those issues, inevitably there will also be some incidental examples providing some substantive predictions of the future of the field, a result of the examples chosen to highlight the methodological challenges and approaches. 
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