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		Abstract

		Several studies have demonstrated that income inequality has risen since the 1960s. Other studies have found that people underestimate the extent of the inequality. Reasons for these mis-perceptions include over-reliance on oneâ€™s own local environment and ideologically-motivated reasoning. We propose a novel mechanism to account for the mis-perceptions of income inequality. We posit that the degree to which people believe that they have control over their lives, their perceived autonomy, is related to:

(1) the belief that inequality is low and, furthermore, 

(2) the belief that these inequalities are fair. 

Using a representative sample of 3,427 Americans, we find evidence to support these hypotheses. 
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