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		Abstract

		This papers develops four amendments to current COVID-19 public health policy using a cultural network approaches to community dynamics. As social scientists, we do not claim to be health experts or epidemiologists, but, based on our knowledge and the materials examined in this paper, we maintain that policymakers would benefit from: 

1) interventions aimed at flattening the curve that take into account differences in social dynamics across communities by incorporating local social unit network interactions; 

2) turning their attention to specific city and community dynamics to help them customize public health interventions; 

3) looking downstream from the â€œhammerâ€� phase to the â€œdanceâ€� phase of contagion to consider how interactions in and across communities may play into, or help undercut, the second wave; and 

4) crafting directives and information provisions that take into account (and build off) both shared rumors and rational information search by social groups. We bolster these claims with a mix of historical examples from the Spanish Flu Epidemic, current case examples in the media on health portals concerning the COVID-19 Crisis, and a crude simulation of cultural network contagion, on which our group has begun work. We wish to share our evolving paper as early as possible in the hopes that some readers will find it useful and customize their own work â€“ and policies â€“ around COVID-19 accordingly. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: community networks, COVID-19, coronavirus, culture, policy

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: Z18, M10, I18

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Hannigan,  Timothy and Wang,  Milo Shaoqing and Steele,  Christopher and Seidel,  Marc-David L. and Cervantes,  Ed and Jennings,  P. Devereaux, A Cultural Network Approach for Amending Covid-19 Policy (March 31, 2020).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3566053 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3566053 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Timothy Hannigan

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: University of Alberta - School of Business]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Alberta - School of Business  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					2-43 Business Building
Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2C7
Canada

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Milo Shaoqing Wang

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Arizona State University (ASU) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Farmer Building 440G PO Box 872011
Tempe, AZ  85287
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Christopher Steele

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: University of Alberta - Department of Strategic Management and Organization]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Alberta - Department of Strategic Management and Organization  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2R6
Canada
780-492-8289 (Phone)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Marc-David L. Seidel

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				UBC Sauder School of Business  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					University of British Columbia
2053 Main Mall
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z2
Canada

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.sauder.ubc.ca/people/marc-david-l-seidel
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Ed Cervantes

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Alberta  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2R3
Canada

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						P. Devereaux Jennings (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: University of Alberta - Department of Strategic Management and Organization]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Alberta - Department of Strategic Management and Organization  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2R6
Canada

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      253

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    2,180

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  220,998

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        4 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       52 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Political Economy - Development: Public Service Delivery eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Economy - Development: Public Service Delivery eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               58

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           25,387

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Political Economy - Development: Health eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Economy - Development: Health eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               52

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,887

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.128 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
