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		Abstract

		Accounting and management practice as well as accounting research would benefit by shifting more of the scholarly attention towards external matters — solving problems of practice — while retaining its emphasis on rigor and validity of research claims.

The scope of natural sciences extends beyond the boundaries of time or space, but social sciences are contingent on both. Compared with the laws of mechanics, electricity or sound, any regularities we observe in social domains tend to have limited, and noisier predictive power and practical applicability. Moreover, regularities observed in social data are often unstable because of the reflexivity of such phenomena: once human beings recognize a pattern in past data, they tend to adjust their behavior so the pattern in the data changes. In other words, many social phenomena tend not to be robust to their own discovery. 
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