

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	'It's Not About the Money. It's About Sending a Message!': Avengers Want Offenders to Understand the Reason for Revenge

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			79 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 22 Feb 2020
		
			Last revised: 30 Aug 2022
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Andras MolnarAndras Molnar
University of Chicago - Booth School of Business
Shereen Chaudhry
University of Chicago - Booth School of Business
George Loewenstein
Carnegie Mellon University - Department of Social and Decision Sciences


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: August 30, 2022

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		While revenge is typically thought to serve utilitarian goals (deter future offenses) or as an end in itself (restore fairness, equate suffering), we test whether â€œbelief-basedâ€� motives also shape revenge behavior. Across four studiesâ€”one observational, two hypothetical choice, and one real choiceâ€”we find evidence that avengers want the offender to understand why (and sometimes by whom) they are being punished, even when doing so cannot change the offenderâ€™s future behavior. Avengers prefer punishments that allow them to communicate the reason to offenders, and they are willing to compromise on distributive justice to do so. Furthermore, avengers are less motivated to cause suffering if offenders remain ignorant of the reason. We explore reasons beyond deterrence that explain why avengers may care about what offenders believe, and also discuss the implications of these motives for organizations. 
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