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		Abstract

		The current trend towards a delegation of regulatory power to private actors in several sectors gave a leeway to the emergence to a plurality of transnational private regulatory regimes (TPRs). These regimes do not only interact and compete with state agencies' regulatory action, but they are also competing among themselves in order to achieve a high level of legitimacy and effectiveness able to guarantee the flourishing and the continuity of the TPR. However, the co-existence of several TPRs within the same sectors can call for a definition of common principles, in order to reduce costs for the regulated entities and to enhance their level of compliance. The emergence of meta-regulators, however, does not imply the immediate achievement of harmonisation or coordination, as the level of cooperation of private regulators within the meta-regulatory regime depends on the legal, market and social incentives that meta-regulator adopts so as to engage private regulators. 

Food safety is an interesting case where the private regulatory competition differently affected third parties beneficiaries, namely consumers of food goods, vis-Ã -vis suppliers, and in particular developing countries ones. As regards the consumers, the competition among private standards (so-called schemes) pushed for increasing level of safety; whereas as regards the suppliers the fragmentation and duplication of obligations increased the burden of implementing and complying with the private standards. This, triggered the emergence of a meta-regulator able to identify the commonalities among different schemes and enhance the in order to understand the dynamics of cooperation and competition between the meta-regulator and the private regulators, the case of Global Food Safety Initiative will be compared to the well-known case of GlobalG.A.P. This will allow to identify not only the mechanisms and incentives for cooperation that has been deployed, but also to verify the existence of convergence trends between the two levels of regulation. 
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