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		This paper asks foundational questions about what ASEAN is, and whether or not it is capable of operating as an effective regional grouping or entity. The paper explores these questions through the lenses of various theoretical frameworks, including: new regionalism; whether the dynamics of reciprocity can act as an effective substitute for the lack of formal compliance mechanisms for ASEAN member inter-regional agreements; collective action and the free-rider effect; social network theory; and transgovernmentalismâ€™
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