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		Abstract

		Why do some neighborhoods have more trees than others? Why are neighborhoods with fewer trees predictably Black neighborhoods? This chapter outlines how environmental racism has shaped the City's forest and asks who owns the urban forest? Urban forestry long been recognized as a key to healthy and beautiful cities, and increasingly has become a front in the battle for environmental justice. Building greener cities without driving gentrification requires close attention to how residents interact with, and perceive the city's trees, including recognizing the differing statuses of trees in the urban forest. Some are park trees, some are street trees, some are privately-owned and some are outlaws growing on their own entirely without permission. Together, these trees form an urban forest ecosystem. Yet, for management purposes, urban trees are rigidly divided into categories, subject to different (or no) legal regimes, under the aegis of different, if any, regulators. Bridging these bureaucratic divisions is essential for managing the urban forest as a forest, rather than as a collection of individual trees. This chapter explores how urban commons theory helps cities “see” their urban canopy as a commons — a shared resource in which all urban residents have a common stake or interest. 
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