

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Subaltern Spaces and Diasporic Imaginaries in Rio de Janeiro's Valongo Wharf

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    Tinta Journal, Second Series, 1. ISSN 0739-7003, 2020
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			35 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 10 Jun 2020
		
			Last revised: 28 Sep 2020
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Joao Gabriel Rabello SodreJoao Gabriel Rabello Sodre
Georgetown University, History Department


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: May 15, 2020

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		In 2011, a private-led renovation project sought to redevelop and privatize Rio de Janeiro’s port area. In this context, the ruins of an old slave wharf re-emerged, becoming a symbol of Black resistance and, alongside nearby sites and small-scale organizations, have contributed to the memorialization of the “Black Atlantic,” an expression borrowed from Paul Gilroy’s notorious work. In this paper, I recall the history of the site, pointing out to the relevance of such small and subaltern institutions, which counter hegemonic discourses that de-emphasize the relevance of historically-marginalized Black populations. As a site that recalls histories and memory, I argue that the Valongo is a place of past and present, being one of the many locations connected to the African Diaspora, and part of a transnational global diasporic imaginary that challenges Eurocentrism, while emphasizing the role of Afro- Brazilians and Afro-Latin Americans in the formation of society, despite the many challenges they face and have historically faced. 
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