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		Abstract

		In the context of a larger study on the spread of Covid-19 related mis/disinformation in Italy, we detected a network of 34 Facebook Pages that performed Coordinated Link Sharing. The potential reach of the network is significant with a cumulative subscriber count of over 6 million users. Each month, the network publishes more than 20,000 posts. Due to the number of posts and users, the interaction rate is relatively low with less than 0.05 interaction per user in a month. Despite that, top monthly posts have been shared thousands of times. The large majority of content posted consists of inspirational sentences conveyed as image macros. However, 10% of the photo includes links in the message/description of the post. During mid-October, the network started posting links to well-respected journalistic news sources such as La Repubblica and La Stampa. We hypothesize that the aim of this strategy is to meddle with Facebookâ€™s policy that prioritizes news from trustworthy publications and/or to mitigate the effects of circulation penalties gained by violating the platform community standards. The goal of the network is to drive traffic to the billoccino.com domain and monetize by selling online parapharmaceutical products (e.g. dietary supplements). 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: coordinated behavior, facebook, coornet

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Giglietto,  Fabio and Terenzi,  Massimo and Marino,  Giada and Marino,  Giada and Righetti,  Nicola and Rossi,  Luca, An Italian Network of Memes, News, Spam Pages, and Dietary Supplements (December 7, 2020).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3743531 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3743531 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Fabio Giglietto (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Urbino Carlo Bo  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Via Saffi 15
Urbino, Pesaro-Urbino 61029
Italy
+390722305726 (Phone)
+390722305727 (Fax)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.uniurb.it
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Massimo Terenzi

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Urbino Carlo Bo  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Via Saffi 2
Urbino, Pesaro-Urbino 61029
Italy

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Giada Marino

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Sassari  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					via Muroni 25
Sassari, Sassari 07100
Italy

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Urbino  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Via Saffi 2
Urbino, Pesaro-Urbino 61029
Italy

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Nicola Righetti

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Vienna  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Vienna
Urbino, 61029
Austria

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Luca Rossi

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				IT University of Copenhagen  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Denmark

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      394

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,050

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  138,225

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       34 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Mass Communication & Popular Culture eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Mass Communication & Popular Culture eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               95

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,149

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Psychology Research Methods eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Psychology Research Methods eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               81

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,812

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Climate & Environmental Psychology eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Climate & Environmental Psychology eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               68

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,969

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Computational & Quantitative Research in Communication eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Computational & Quantitative Research in Communication eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               64

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,794

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.111 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
