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		Abstract

		An HIV infection in a baby with an HIV-negative mother cannot be explained by mother-to-child transmission. An infection in a spouse whose only lifetime sex partner is HIV-negative cannot be explained by sexual transmission. Each such infection likely came from HIV-contaminated blood through some skin-piercing procedure â€“ injection, infusion, tattooing, dental care, or other â€“ with reused and unsterilized instruments. But until someone finds the source, the infection is unexplained. And whatever facility and procedure caused it may continue to infect others.

In Asia, the Americas, North Africa, and Europe, communities and governments have responded to unexplained HIV infections with dozens of investigations to find other victims and to find and stop the skin-piercing procedures that infected them. Twelve investigations uncovered and stopped large outbreaks, each with more than 100 to an estimated 100,000 infections from medical procedures. There have been no such investigations in sub-Saharan Africa. 
    
Beginning in the 1980s, donors have encouraged governments in sub-Saharan Africa to accept unknown numbers of HIV infections from unsafe health care without investigating to find and stop their sources. No government has investigated. People with HIV from health care have been accused of sexual misbehavior and lying about it. With increases in HIV treatment after 2003, AIDS deaths have fallen across Africa. But bloodborne transmission continues to drive Africaâ€™s generalized epidemics, infecting especially for women.
   
With governments avoiding the issue, it is up to people at risk -- people aware of unexplained infections in their communities -- to begin informal investigations to find victims and to find and stop unsafe skin-piercing procedures. As has happened in countries around the world, communities can start to investigate, and governments will eventually help. 
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