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		Abstract

		Article 37 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights lays down the duties of public authorities in relation to environmental integration in policy-making and implementation. It does not, however, establish any individually justiciable right to environmental protection, or to an environment of any particular quality. In omitting any reference to environmental rights, Article 37 also falls short of explicitly incorporating in the Charter environmental rights that have been recognised under the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) and other international human rights treaties.  This lacuna is particularly striking with regard to environmental rights of a procedural character (ie access to environmental information, participation in the decision-making concerning the environment, and access to justice in environmental matters). This paper thus explores whether Article 37, short of asserting any right related to the environment, may nevertheless influence the interpretation and application of EU law and of Charter provisions guaranteeing individual rights. 
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