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		Abstract

		Lotteries have been shown to motivate behavior change in many settings, but their value as a policy tool is relatively untested. We implemented a pre-registered, city-wide experiment to test the effects of three, high-payoff, geographically-targeted lotteries designed to motivate adult Philadelphians to get their COVID-19 vaccine. In each drawing, residents of a randomly selected â€œtreatmentâ€� zip code received half the lottery prizes, boosting their chances of winning to 50-100x those of other Philadelphians. The first treated zip code, which drew considerable media attention, may have experienced a small bump in vaccinations compared to control zip codes: average weekly vaccinations rose by an estimated 61 per 100,000 people per week (+11%). Pooling results from all three zip codes treated during our six-week experiment, however, we do not detect any overall benefits. Further, our 95% confidence interval provides a 9% upper bound on the net benefits of treatment in our study. 
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