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		Abstract

		More formally, every machine learning algorithm depends on 3 things which need to be able to be programmed.  First, there needs to exist an experience set, sometimes called a training set.  This is data that the algorithm will â€œlearnâ€� from.  Next, there needs to be some task, some action that we're trying to make the machine do.  For example a task could be playing a game of chess, predicting the outcome of a game, predicting a stock return.  And finally there needs to be some performance measure.  Some way for the algorithm to be able to differentiate between two different ways of completing a task.  In general, a machine learning algorithm attempts to find it's own rules and methods in order to optimize its performance measure. 
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