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		Abstract

		Scholars’ decisions to follow research path is shaped by multiple factors. In addition to intrinsic motivation, financial and meritocratic reasons have an impact. Research funding plays a role by enabling researchers to be both financially supported and recognised. Thematic policies, such as different mission-oriented policies, also impact research to orient them around mission statements. We ask to what extent missions impact the volume and thematic orientation of research. We study fuel cells, a technology that has gone through cycles of large-scale missions and high expectations followed by phases of pulled funding and disillusionment. Using bibliometric data overlaid on a narrative of the impacts of policy, we evaluate the impact of a policy on scholars and research agendas. We identify the forceful reactions on researcher engagement and the thematic reorientation of the research theme to align with the mission. Thematic change is more evident in “followers” than “high-achieving researchers”. 
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