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		Abstract

		What is the purpose of section 2 of the Charter? This question has not yet been fully addressed by the Supreme Court. Canadian jurisprudence requires a clearer articulation of the principles underlying the Fundamental Freedoms. 

This paper argues that the search for truth is one such principle – a Charter “hypergood” which connects each of the fundamental freedoms and provides helpful guidance in ascertaining their contours and application. This paper reviews jurisprudence related to the Charter’s fundamental freedoms, the philosophical principles underlying their inclusion in the Constitution, and the text of the Charter itself. It concludes that all freedoms protected in section 2, both individually and interconnectedly, have a central purpose of allowing individuals, communities, and society to seek truth.

Recognizing truth-seeking as a constitutional purpose has practical implications. It helps explain why section 2 protects not only individual goods, but goods for groups and society as a whole. This paper explores how a disproportionate emphasis on the former can weaken the protection afforded to freedom when it is “weighed” against competing interests. It concludes with some observations on why recognizing the pursuit of truth as one of section 2’s unifying principles is practically relevant both in understanding what these freedoms protect and when their limitation is (and is not) justifiable. 
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