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		Abstract

		Indigenous Peoples globally are invested in the revitalization of their languages as part of concerted efforts at safeguarding ICH and strengthening indigenous knowledge systems. They are mindful, as is UNESCO, that “the major influence on the sorry state of their languages is the fact that indigenous peoples are threatened themselves”. By investing in linguistic renaissance, Indigenous Peoples are advancing their own survival. Indigenous languages are largely but not exclusively oral, rich in poetic imageries and tend to align with Indigenous Peoples’ ecological, geographical, cultural and religious identify, not to mention their ethics of relationship with nature. Stories are critical tools in Indigenous languages. Indigenous worldviews are glimpsed and conveyed mostly through stories which transcend fiction and entertainment essences as they provide deep philosophical and practical insights in dealing with natural forces. As scientists, including social scientists of all sub-disciplinary biases explore, frame, and seek solutions to humankind’s abusive and fractured relationship with nature as evident in the phenomenon of “nature deficit disorder”, which is now linked to the extant and disruptive health and environmental crisis of pandemic and apocalyptic disruptions, it is high time serious attention is focused on less explored areas. One of those areas is the all-encompassing capacity of indigenous oral literature to provide insights on human-animal and other human-nature relationships for transgenerational environmental awakening. 
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