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		Abstract

		Notwithstanding the different terms used to convey the concept of ‘rule of law’ in different languages, the rule of law has long been presented as one of the core elements of Europe’s constitutional heritage. The EU Treaties also refer to the rule of law as one of the values common to the EU Member States and one on which the EU is based. Most recently, the European Commission presented the rule of law as ‘a well-established principle, well-defined in its core meaning. This core meaning, in spite of the different national identities and legal systems and traditions that the Union is bound to respect, is the same in all Member States.

This working paper aims to assess the extent to which the European Commission is correct in asserting that the rule of law is not only a well-established principle whose core legal meaning is shared across the EU. In tandem with the second working paper for work package  prepared within the framework of the RECONNECT research project, it will move beyond the national legal systems to analyse the meaning and scope of the rule of law at the levels of both the EU and the Council of Europe, and further consider the extent to which national and European understandings share a number of common core features. 
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